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DOCUMENT  NO.  220C  (ll)  Pago  1. 

Br.  Ex.  142 

Tin  axhricay  a^assator  ni  japap  (crew)  to  the 
japassse  minister  for  icz.igi:  aitairs  (maisucka) 


Excerpt. 

ITo.  1744  TOKYO,  February  13,  1941. 


According  to  recent  information  received  by  my  Government  not 
only  do  Japanese  officials  in  Indc-China  continue  to  interfere  with 
the  granting  of  permits  by  uporopriato  axrthoritiep  of  Ir.do-Chitm  for 
the  ro-export  of  American— owned  merchandise,  but  in  one  instance  at 
least  have  caused  these  authorities  to  revoke  a  valid  permit  previously 
issued  for  the  re-export  of  petroleum  products  owned  by  rn  American 
firm,  the  Standard  Vacuum  Oil  Company. 
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DOCUMENT  NO.  220C  (20)  — 


Page  1. 


Br.  Lx.  15o 


MEMORANDUM  BY  THE  SECKETAIiY  OF  STATE 


(WASHINGTON, )  February  14,  104'. 


_  .  l  WASnlJNvrlvIt  t  /  xeuru u±  j  x-x,  * 

23XC0rp  vB  • 

t  t 'f,  new  Jroftnene  Ambassador  to  the  President1  o  of  lice 

and  sat  through  tho  conference  between  the  President  and  the  Ambassador. 

The  President  then  said  that  of  course  it  is  manifest  that  the 
present  relations  between  the  two  countries  are  not  good,  that  they 
in  fact  F0fct<nf  worse,  or  to  uso  r  well-known  expression,  tuey  aro 
"deteriorating"  .  .  .  The  President  affirmed  two  or  three  tines  the 
view  that  the  Amor ican  peoplo,  while  not  bitter  as  yet,  ar;  ^ °^lljr 
and  soriouoly  concerned  and  to  a  more  or  less  increasing  extent,  at 

the  course  of  Japan. 

He  then  referrod  to  the  movements  of  Japan  southward  do^n  to 
Indochina  and  the  Spratly  Islands  and  other  localities  »n  r*a  ar®a* 

as  having  given  this  country  very  serious  concern  He ,  T^vln*  this 

entry  of  Japan  into  the  Tripartite  agreement  is  li*ewLbO  gi'HS  -his 
countrv  the  s<ur.o  serious  concern,  especially  from  -he  viowpoin-  that 
Japan  is  supposed  to  have  divested  herself  of  hor  ? 

to  deal  with  the  question  of  peace  and  var  and  to  leave  it  to  t.  e 
Tripartite  signatories  led  by  Germany.  The  President  vent  o-er  thi 
the  socond  tine  with  increased  emphasis  as  to  tho  hcavj  ign 
concorn  it  had  created  among  the  American  people. 


He  then  said  that  in  view  of  all  thoss  seriour  conaitions  ^ich  arc 
becoming  increasingly  worse  and  vhi  h  serioudy  call  for  attention,  it 
occurred  to  him  that  the  Japanese  Anba-sador  might  Had  it  aavisable 
and  agreoaolc  as  he,  the  President,  docs,  to  sit  down  with  -h 
Secretary  of  State  and  other  State  Department  officials  and  review  ana 
reexamine  the  important  phases  of  the  relations  between  *  , 

countries,  a.t  least  during  the  past  four  or  li^  years,  and  * 
discuss  all  of  their  phases  and  ascertain  just  when  and  hov;  l-oi  .'< 
divergence  developed  Li  their  effect,,  d-d  trl"*  the  »!£««« 

in  these  resoects  up  to  date  in  ord«  r  to  r.ee  if  our  rola .ions  could 
not  be  improved.  The  President  said  there  is  plenty  of  room  in  toe 
Facific  area  for  everybody,  and  he  repeated  this  statement  vita  empr.aeis, 
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